
PRHS Counseling Office 
 

Websites of Interest for Seniors 
 
Researching Colleges & Careers: 

 Explore careers, plan for your high school courses, compare Georgia colleges, apply to college, and learn 
about financial aid. www.gacollege411.org 

 
 Virtually tour hundreds of campuses; free scholarship search and financial aid resources. 

www.ecampustours.com. For dates and locations of local college fairs visit http://gaprobe.org. 
 

 Learn how to interview, complete college applications, apply for financial aid, and calculate college costs. 
www.collegeanswer.com 

 
 The School Finder is a Princeton Review search engine that allows you to filter your preferences in various 

areas such as location, size, extracurricular interests, sports, and major to find good college matches.  
www.princetonreview.com/SchoolSearch.aspx 
 

 Looking for a career college (Ex: ITT Technical Institute)?  www.career.org and click on “School Finder” 
 

 Wanting to explore careers? O*NET (Occupational Information Network), sponsored by the US Department of 
Labor, is the nation's primary source of occupational information. The O*NET database contains information 
on hundreds of standardized and occupation-specific descriptors and is continually updated by surveying a 
broad range of workers from each occupation. www.onetonline.org 
 

 Visit www.careercruising.com for help with both the college and career search. Individual username and 
password are required (students are encouraged to use their student ID # as username and “s” with six digit 
birthday as password).  

 
 Paying for college, finding the right college, and the admissions process. www.collegeconfidential.com  
 

College Entrance Exams: 
 Register for the SAT and locate SAT prep material. College and scholarship search engines also available. 

http://sat.collegeboard.com 
 
 Register for the ACT and locate ACT prep material. http://www.act.org 

 
 Compass (commonly used for placement at 2 yr schools). http://www.act.org/compass/tests/index.html 

 
Financial Aid: 

 HOPE Scholarship website and resource for Georgians seeking financial aid assistance. http://www.gsfc.org 
 

 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Apply at www.fafsa.ed.gov January 1st through mid-March. 
Use this site to apply for federal student financial aid, student loans, and college scholarships.  *required if 
you plan to receive the HOPE scholarship 

o Get an early estimate of your federal financial aid before January 1st. www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov 
 

 Online scholarship search providing sources of free money.   www.studentaid.ed.gov/scholarship  
 

 Scholarship search engines.  http://fastweb.com and www.scholarships.com 
 

 Site operated by Making It Count, the same organization that presents at Financial Aid Night. Includes a 
college funding tutorial as well as information on banking, investing, budgeting, etc. 
www.ultimatemoneyskills.com/collegefunding 

 
 Explanation of different types of financial aid, estimate your student financial aid, project the cost of attending 

college, and much more. www.finaid.org 
 

 A free guide to Greater Atlanta area based scholarship information. www.atlantascholarships.com 
 
 Create a custom report of merit based scholarships available from colleges of your choice. www.meritaid.com 

 
 Financial aid resources for undocumented students. www.maldef.org, www.navigatemn.org, 

www.getreadyforcollege.org/undocumented, www.hsf.net 
 

 Find out what scholarships the PRHS Counseling Department is aware of. List is updated weekly. 
http://prhsguidance.onmycalendar.com and click on Scholarship Listing 



 
 

 

SENIOR YEAR TIMELINE 
Fall: 
 Attend Senior Night in August 
 Discuss graduation requirements and complete your Senior Application for 

Graduation with your counselor  
 Finish visiting colleges of interest 
 Finalize the list of colleges you will apply to. It is recommended that you apply 

to 3-5 schools, including a safety school, mid-range school, and reach school.  
 Gather admissions requirements for each school, such as: application deadline, 

required test scores and gpa, essay questions, etc. Remember, every college 
will have different deadlines for merit based scholarships, so check websites 
early if you plan to apply.     

 Begin filling out college applications (if necessary based on deadlines) 
 Finish taking SAT and ACT tests (entrance exams for 4-year colleges) or the 

Compass test (for 2-year or technical colleges) 
 Request transcripts and letters of recommendation (if required) from the 

counseling office 
Winter: 
 Attend Financial Aid Night in December 
 Apply for federal financial aid at www.fafsa.ed.gov beginning Jan. 1st 
 Submit all remaining college applications 
Spring: 
 Apply for scholarships 
 Attend graduation!  
 

Things to Remember: 
 All colleges require a transcript for admission. You may request transcripts 

electronically through www.gacollege411.com (for in state colleges) or you may 
request paper copies from the counseling office. Transcripts are $5 each and 
will be completed within 48 hours of the request.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to pick up documents and mail to the college.  

 Plan ahead! If schools you are applying to require a counselor letter of 
recommendation or counselor evaluation form/secondary school report, submit 
the appropriate forms to the counseling office. There is a 2 week turn-around 
time for all Forms & Letters. It is the student’s responsibility to pick up 
documents and mail to the college. 

 Pay attention to deadlines:  if your college application deadline is over winter 
break, you must have your request for documents turned in to the counseling 
office before Thanksgiving!  

 An SAT or ACT score is required for admission to all 4 yr. colleges/universities.  
 Use the DEN as one of your biggest resources! Gain college and scholarship 

information, research careers, etc.  
 You can access your Preliminary HOPE Scholarship GPA by creating an account 

at www.gacollege411.com    Also, you MUST have your social security 
number on file at PRHS in order to be eligible for the HOPE Scholarship 
or to submit an electronic transcript.  


