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Dear Lovin families,
Whether you are a new tiger or one who is returning, welcome to what is sure
to be another exceptional year at Lovin! It’s a common misconception that
teachers have the summer off, but I can assure you that our faculty and staff
have been working hard over the summer. Most have attended staff
development sessions and participated in grade-level planning meetings,
while others have been busy teaching summer school. We have been
preparing for your arrival since you left in May, and we are ready!
Our mission is “Molding minds, building character, celebrating uniqueness,
and leaving a legacy.” Our teachers look forward to working with you and your child as we
strive to fulfill our mission and pursue excellence in academic knowledge and skills, all while
encouraging students to model the T.I.G.E.R. traits - Trust, Integrity, Growth, Effort, and
Respect.
We are confident that our expertise, our commitment, and our passion for both our students and
the Archer community will make this an outstanding school year. Lovin is an incredible school
with highly qualified teachers and staff who genuinely love and care for all of our students.
Please know that we appreciate your trust and take our work very seriously. We are committed
to your child’s success and our doors are always open to you.
Sincerely,

R. Kevin Payne

LEARN IT, LOVE IT, LIVE IT... AT LOVIN ELEMENTARY!

Lovin Elementary Student/Parent Handbook
A supplement to the Gwinnett County Public Schools
2019-20 Elementary School Student/Parent Handbook
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Updated Daily!
Bookmark it or
Save it in your Favorites!
We’re on Social Media, too.

About Lovin
Principal:

Mr. R. Kevin Payne

Assistant Principals: Dr. Michelle Davis
Mr. Fred Haselden
Ms. Simone Simmons
Address:

1705 New Hope Road
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30045

Mission:

Molding minds, building character, celebrating uniqueness, and leaving
a legacy.

Motto:

Learn it, Love it, Live it. . . at Lovin Elementary!

Vision:

To create a community of students who love learning and who are
prepared for their future through innovation, collaboration, and problem
solving.

Mascot & Colors:

Tigers - Red, Silver, and White

School Hours:

8:15 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Cluster:

Archer
The Archer Cluster is comprised of Lovin, Cooper, and
Harbins Elementary Schools, McConnell Middle School, and
Archer High School. We are proud to be part of Gwinnett
County Public Schools, the largest school system in Georgia.
The finest teachers, involved parents, and a supportive
community are key elements in the district's quest to become a
system of world-class schools.
** CLIP & SAVE **

USEFUL
WEBSITES

Lovin ES

LovinES.org/home.html

PHONE
NUMBERS

Main Office

678-518-6940

Fax

678-518-6975

Cafeteria

678-518-6952

My eCLASS

Clinic

678-518-6944

MyPaymentsPlus mypaymentsplus.com

Counselors

678-518-6966

Lovin Elementary School

Media Center

678-518-6962

Lovin Elementary School PTA

Parent Center

678-518-6956

Gwinnett County Public Schools

Transportation 770-338-4800

Parent Portal,
GCPS, &

gwinnett.k12.ga.us

@Lovin_ES
@GwinnettSchools
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What’s the Buzz?
To enhance the safety and security of both students and staff, Lovin has a system
which requires visitors to be “buzzed” into the school. Once the school day
begins, our doors will be locked and visitors will need to bring a photo ID and
press the bell button to gain entry to the school. The bell button is located on
the brick column to the right of the main door. Upon entering the school, please
sign in to receive a visitor’s badge. When ready to leave, please exit the school
building through the main entrance and officially check out.

Attendance
The responsibility of school attendance is that of both parents and
students and is governed by the State of Georgia Compulsory Attendance
Law. Please refer to both the GCPS website and the Gwinnett County
Public Schools 2019-20 Elementary School Student/Parent Handbook for
detailed information on GCPS policies and procedures regarding school attendance. Students
must attend school for at least the equivalent of half the school day in order to be
counted present.
For each absence, a written excuse should be sent to your child’s teacher on the day your child
returns to school. If a parent note or third party excuse is not turned in, the absence will be
regarded as unexcused. For your convenience, a printable absence excuse note is available
in the Forms & Flyers section of our website at LovinES.org/home.html. Documentation
should be submitted within 5 days of the student’s return to school.
A list of possible interventions for students with unexcused absences, tardies, and/or excessive
early check-outs can be found in the GCPS Handbook or by contacting a school counselor.
Parents can review their child’s attendance at any time by logging in to the Parent Portal.

Checking In Late
Student Hours:

8:15 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.

Instruction begins promptly at 8:15 a.m. Students cannot be dropped off prior to 7:45
a.m. as there is not be adequate supervision.Those who participate in the breakfast
program should report directly to the cafeteria.The cafeteria closes at 8:10 and students
must be in their homeroom by 8:15 am to be considered on time.
Entering a classroom after 8:15 a.m. causes a disruption to the learning environment.
Any student arriving to class after 8:15 is considered tardy and the child’s parent/
guardian is required to escort their child to the front lobby of the school to sign in
and receive a late pass. Arriving after 11:30 is considered a full day absence.

Checking Out Early
Anyone checking out a child must do so no later than 2:15 pm. Check-outs should be
reserved for emergency circumstances and cannot be used as a student’s regular
means of dismissal. For security reasons, anyone checking out a student must be on
the list of persons authorized to do so, and will be required to show a picture ID.
(Adding someone to the list of persons authorized to check out your child cannot be
done over the phone. For security purposes, changes MUST be done in writing.)
Teachers are not permitted to release students from the classroom. Your cooperation is
appreciated, as this is a safeguard for all our students.
NOTE: Students who accumulate an excessive number of late check-ins or early checkouts may become ineligible to receive perfect attendance awards.
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Cafeteria
Our cafeteria offers a nutritious breakfast and lunch each day with a
variety of entrees and side dishes from which to choose. Breakfast and
lunch menus are posted on our website. In order to participate in the
breakfast program, students must arrive between 7:45 a.m. and 8:00
a.m. Student meal prices are the same as last year and are listed below.
Student Meals

Cost Per Day
Full Pay

Reduced

Cost Per Week

Cost Per Month

Full Pay

Reduced

Full Pay

Reduced

Breakfast

$ 1.50

$

.30

$ 7.50

$ 1.50

$ 30.00

$

6.00

Lunch

$ 2.25

$

.40

$ 11.25

$ 2.00

$ 45.00

$

8.00

Breakfast & Lunch

$ 3.75

$

.70

$ 18.75

$ 3.50

$ 75.00

$ 14.00

Extra Milk

$ .40

$

.40

$ 2.00

$ 2.00

$ 8.00

$

8.00

A variety of ice cream is also sold during lunch for $1.00. Students must pay for ice cream with
cash.
Meal Accounts: Although breakfast and lunch can be
purchased on a cash basis, we encourage you to open
an account through MyPaymentsPlus™. You can
deposit funds in your child’s account with a debit or
credit card, or you can have funds deducted from your
checking account. It’s a free service, it’s very easy, and
the best part is that it will send you an email when the
balance in your child's meal account falls below the
amount you specify. See page 8 for more information or
visit mypaymentsplus.com. To create an account, you
will need your child’s nine-digit student ID number. If you
need assistance with your account, MyPaymentsPlus
can be reached at 1-877-237-0946.
Lunch Charges: Please keep money on your child’s account. Negative balances are
discouraged. Students charging a meal will be given a reminder note to go home to parents
informing them of their current account status and the need for immediate payment. Charges
beyond $11.25 are not permitted. Once payment is made, outstanding charges will be deducted
from the payment with the remaining balance made available for future meal purchases.
Complete procedures governing lunch charges can be found on the GCPS website. A la carte
items and breakfast charges are not permitted.
Free or Reduced Meals: Free or reduced breakfast and lunch will be provided for those
students whose families meet federal guidelines. Parents or guardians must submit a new
application each year and can apply via the secure, online application form available at
gwinnett.schoollunchapp.com. When you submit your online form, please make sure you
receive a confirmation number. You should receive a confirmation email in 24 to 48 hours. If not,
you will need your confirmation number to find out the status of your application. Printed
applications are also available at the school, but these applications may take up to 10 days to
process. Students must purchase lunch or bring lunch from home until approved, and IF
approved, charges are NOT retroactive; Therefore, parents are responsible for any
charges incurred in the interim. If you have any questions, please contact the Free and
Reduced Help Line at 678-301-6307. You will need your child’s student ID number.
- continued
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Cafeteria (continued)
Lunch Guests: Parents and other guests are welcome to join their child for lunch. The cost for
an adult lunch is $3.00. In keeping with our school wellness initiatives, we request that parents
not bring fast food. Please bring your ID, sign in at the front lobby desk, obtain a visitor’s badge,
and sit with your child at the designated guest area. Because space is limited, students cannot
invite a friend to join them.
**A special request for parents of kindergartners: Because kindergartners are busy learning
lots of new routines and procedures at the beginning of the school year, we respectfully request
that parents of these students wait until after Labor Day to plan their first visit.
If a student brings a lunch to school from home, the lunch must not contain carbonated
beverages in cans, nor should they bring items that require use of a microwave or
heating. Students should bring food in non-breakable containers that they can open easily on
their own. Please note that fast food cannot be brought in.

Change of Address or Phone
In case of an emergency, it is imperative that we have current working phone numbers for
parents or guardians, and at least two additional local contacts in the event you cannot be
reached. Please notify the school in writing if there are changes to your address, phone
numbers, email, or emergency contacts.

Clinic (Phone: 678-518-6944)
The clinic is run by a trained adult and NOT a registered nurse. First aid will be
administered in the clinic, but medication, whether over the counter or
prescription, can only be given if a parent or guardian has completed an
Administration of Medication Request form (available in the Forms & Flyers section of
our home page). Medications must be in the original container and must be housed in the
clinic. No child should have any medication in his or her possession. The parent or
guardian must deliver all medication (including over-the-counter medications) to the clinic.
Medication cannot be kept in the classroom or transported by the child.
A parent will be called if a student is too sick to remain at school, has been seriously injured, or
is running a temperature of 99.6 degrees or more. It is critical that the school have current
phone numbers in the event of an emergency. Per GCPS policy, students with the following
symptoms must be kept home until the symptoms are absent for a full 24 hours without the aid
of medication: Diarrhea (2 or more loose stools in a 24 hour period), vomiting, and/or fever of
100.0°F or above. Students with pink eye or strep throat should also be kept home until they are
on antibiotics for a full 24 hours. It is important to keep your child at home if he/she is sick.
Please notify the school if your child has been diagnosed with an illness that could affect
the health of others.

Clubs & Extracurricular Activities
Lovin offers a variety of before and after school clubs. Some clubs are open to students in
specific grade levels or those who meet eligibility criteria. For a complete list of clubs and
extracurricular activities offered including meeting days and times, please see Clubs &
Activities in the For Students section of our website at LovinES.org/home.html.

Communication
Communicating effectively with parents is a priority at Lovin. Details on “How We Connect”
can be found on the inside front cover. The Parent Portal is the best way to check on your
child’s academic progress. Be sure to opt-in to messages from SchoolMessenger (see page 9)
as this is one of the main ways we communicate.
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Counseling Department
Our school counselors provide classroom guidance lessons to all students, focusing on the
areas of academic, career, and life skills development. They also provide small group
counseling, individual counseling, and consultative services as needed. The counseling office
can be reached at 678-518-6966.

Dress Code
Students are encouraged to dress appropriately at school. GCPS policy states, “Prohibited
dress shall include any attire that depicts, promotes, or advertises gang affiliation, illegal activity,
illegal drugs, alcohol or tobacco, sexual references, offensive words or designs, and other
clothing which is disruptive to the learning environment.” The wearing of short shorts or skirts,
halter tops, spaghetti straps, and sagging pants are not considered appropriate dress for school,
and we ask that our students not wear them. With the exception of designated “hat days,” hats
should be removed before entering the building. Students may be asked to change their clothes
to meet appropriate dress code protocol. Repeat offenses may result in a discipline referral.

Electronic Devices / Cell Phones / BYOD
Lovin Elementary is a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) school. Although devices
such as cell phones, iPods, etc. are not prohibited at school, we do not recommend
that students bring these items on campus unless being used for instructional
purposes. Items should not be visible during the school day and use of these
devices could result in disciplinary action. Devices that disrupt the learning
environment will be held in the front office for parent pick up. The school is not
responsible for lost or damaged devices.

Homework
Home study is a necessary part of each student’s educational program. The need increases as
a student progresses into higher grade levels. Parents are strongly encouraged to check their
child’s agenda book and/or eCLASS page each day and set aside a daily time for their child to
complete homework assignments. If your child has no current assignments, the time can be
used for reading.

Insurance
Student Health and Accident Insurance is offered as an option and service to interested
families. For enrollment, benefits and cost information, visit www.kandkinsurance.com or
call 1-855-742-3135.

Library Books and Textbooks
Library books and textbooks are loaned to students and should be treated
as borrowed property. If books are lost or damaged, parents must pay for
the book(s) in accordance with a scale set by the State Department of
Education and/or the local Board of Education. Parents can log in to the
Parent Portal to see what book(s) have been loaned to their child.

Lost and Found
Students can turn in found items or check for a lost item each day before school. Check with
the front office for the location. Note that items of value such as eyeglasses, house keys, cell
phones, etc. are kept in the front office. At the end of each semester, any unclaimed items will
be donated to a local charitable organization. In order to reduce the number of lost articles,
please label articles of clothing and lunch boxes.
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Moment of Silence
The General Assembly of Georgia enacted a law requiring a Moment of Quiet Reflection at the
opening of school each day. We will have a quiet time for sixty seconds in each classroom
during the morning announcements following the Pledge of Allegiance.

MY eCLASS / Parent Portal
Both MY eCLASS (student portal) and the Parent Portal serve as
valuable resources for information about your child’s academic
assignments and progress. Both can be accessed from the GCPS
home page at gwinnett.k12.ga.us. or from Lovin’s homepage at
LovinES.org/home.html. Be sure to log in often!

MyPaymentsPlus
Opening an account at MyPaymentsPlus.com is mandatory for GCPS parents as it allows you
to electronically sign all the required beginning-of-the-year forms. (A credit card is not required
to sign forms.) Through MyPaymentsPlus, you can add money to your children’s account
throughout the year to pay for such things as meals, contributions to the clinic, PTA
membership, headphones for the computer lab, yearbook, field trips, special event tickets and
more. It’s an easy-to-use, efficient way to make payments quickly and securely anytime using a
simple Internet connection or by downloading the MPP app on your phone. You can say
goodbye to the hassles of sending in multiple checks to multiple locations for multiple students and it will send you an email reminder when your child’s balance drops below the level you
choose! To create an account, you will need your child’s nine-digit student ID number. If you
need assistance with your account, MyPaymentsPlus can be reached at 1-877-237-0946 or visit
mypaymentsplus.com/support.

Parties/Birthday Celebrations
Classes are allowed to have a maximum of two parties per year (winter/spring).
We realize birthdays are special occasions and we enjoy celebrating with a small treat.
However, please help us keep students on schedule and distractions to a minimum by saving
drinks, balloons, flowers, party favors, etc. for the “real” birthday party. Parents may deliver a
simple treat to the school office on their child’s birthday, provided it arrives prior to your child’s
lunch time. Treats will be served only in the cafeteria during lunch, must be store bought, and
should be pre-cut or in individual servings such as cookies or cupcakes. Many parents choose
the easy option of purchasing ice cream for the class though our cafeteria for $1.00 each.
Please note that invitations to birthday parties cannot be distributed at school unless every child
in the class receives one or if the party is gender-specific (i.e., all girls in the class (or all boys)
are invited.)

Physical Education (PE)
Your child will attend PE twice each week and will participate in a multitude of
physical activities. Please check the weekly Specials schedule (communicated by
your child’s teacher and also available in the Forms & Flyers section of our home
page) to ensure your child is dressed appropriately on the days he or she has
PE. Non-restrictive athletic-type clothing should be worn (no skirts/dresses), and
athletic shoes are a requirement. Because students may go outdoors for PE and
recess, please ensure they are dressed appropriately for the weather. A note from a
parent or doctor is also necessary for a student to be excused from participating in P.E.
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PTA
Lovin has an active and dedicated PTA and many ways in which parents and extended family
members can become part of the Lovin family. Volunteers get to enjoy interacting with the
children, become friends with other parents, and accomplish things that truly make a difference.
Whether you have 30 minutes or a couple of hours, your ideas, time, and talents are needed
and welcome! For more information, please contact PTA at LovinESPTA@gmail.com.

SchoolMessenger
SchoolMessenger is a rapid notification system used to contact families in Gwinnett County
Public Schools via telephone messages, text messages, and email messages. The district uses
the system to communicate information related to districtwide events, including safety alerts,
key school dates, and school closings due to inclement weather. Schools use the system to
communicate information related to school events as well as automated attendance messages.
Messages from Gwinnett County Public Schools and local schools will come from this number:

1-844-248-6644
Please add this number to your contacts so you can easily identify the call as coming from
GCPS. For more information, please see the Forms & Flyers section of our homepage.

Student Discipline
We believe every child can learn in a positive climate that includes fair, firm,
and consistent practices. We believe that all students have the right to feel
safe and the right to learn. Therefore, we adhere to the GCPS Student Conduct Behavior Code
as outlined in the GCPS Student/Parent Handbook. Please review and discuss with your child.
Lovin Elementary students are also expected to model the 5 Tiger Traits.

PBIS - Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports
Lovin follows the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) program supported by
the Georgia Department of Education and Gwinnett County Public Schools to promote and
maximize academic achievement and behavioral competence. PBIS encompasses school-wide
strategies for helping all students achieve important social and learning goals. We know that
when good behavior and engaging teaching come together, students will excel in their learning.
7-Step Student Support Plan
We believe in reinforcing positive behaviors by giving students the opportunity to earn Tiger
Tokens. Ask your child for details!
The purpose of the 7-Step Student Support Plan is to help consistently manage classroom
disruptions. It allows the focus to stay on teaching and learning. Students who reach the 7th step
on the support plan will be referred to the Student Support Team and may receive further
disciplinary action. Students who violate a major GCPS rule may receive a discipline referral.
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Telephone Messages
Messages to Teachers
Calls are received by the school between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Instructional
times cannot be interrupted for incoming calls. You are welcome to leave a
message for teachers to return your call. Remember that emails sent to teachers
might not be checked until after students have been dismissed or the following day.
Messages to Students
Please remember that our purpose is to provide an excellent learning environment.
Only messages of an emergency nature can be delivered to students. Use of the
phone by students is permitted only in emergency situations.

Transportation

**IMPORTANT: You must choose ONE main mode of afternoon transportation
for your child. Any time a student’s mode of transportation changes, the school
must be notified in writing. Please do not rely on emails to teachers, as they may
not have the chance to check messages prior to dismissal. For safety reasons, we
cannot accept transportation changes over the phone. Bus passes cannot be
issued for play dates, birthdays, Girl/Boy Scouts, sleepovers, or any other reason
except an emergency as determined by a school official. Bus passes are valid for
up to 10 consecutive days.
BUS RIDERS
Students riding a bus will be expected to ride their designated bus and enter and exit at their
designated stop. Students annually receive instruction in safe riding
procedures. Bus drivers share guidelines and safety procedures beginning
the first day of school, with monthly reviews to enhance the safety of
children being transported. Each bus driver has complete charge of pupils
riding the bus. Students who refuse to obey the school bus safety guidelines
shall forfeit the priviledge of riding the bus. Please review the Bus Safety
Procedures which can be found in the GCPS Elementary School Student/Parent Handbook.
CAR RIDERS
If your child will be a car rider, you must obtain a car rider number from the
front office. This number must be visible to staff who are assisting with
loading. Under no circumstances are staff members permitted to release a
child to anyone without a number. If you have misplaced your number,
please come to the front office to receive a replacement.
**Pulling all the way to the front of the loading area and as close as possible to the car
in front of you will allow us to load and unload more cars at one time and will get you
to work or home that much faster! Our priority is keeping students safe. Thank you
for your cooperation and patience as students are loaded and unloaded from cars.**
Drivers must remain with their vehicle at all times and are not permitted to park and walk
students across the lines of traffic, pass other cars in the car rider line, or enter the bus
lanes at any time buses are present. We request that you not use your cell phone while in
the car rider lane. Lovin also supports Georgia’s Clean Air Campaign and we ask that you turn
off your engine to protect our environment and our children’s lungs.
PLEASE NOTE: All car riders MUST use the car rider line between 7:45 and 8:15 am. Drop
off in the front of the school is not be permitted unless a child arrives after 8:15 am. A parent
must come inside to sign them in.
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DAY CARE TRANSPORTATION
Students using day care transportation must have a
Transportation Parent Authorization form on file and also a
Verification of Day Care Enrollment signed by your day
care provider. If your child normally takes day care
transportation, and he or she is absent or you need to
change those arrangements at any time, please inform
both the day care provider and the school.
EARLY RELEASE TRANSPORTATION
Early release days occur during scheduled parent teacher conference days in October and
February and may also occur if inclement weather moves into the area. When students are
dismissed early, we follow your child’s regular transportation plan unless we have received
different instructions from you IN ADVANCE and IN WRITING.

Visitors and Volunteers
We would like all of our parents to feel free to visit our school. For safety reasons, all parents
and visitors must show a photo ID, utilize the check in system in the front lobby, and wear a
visitor’s badge while on school property. Visits should be pre-arranged with the teacher or
administration. During these visits the regular school program must continue. Visits should
take place in the classroom and not on the playground. Please limit your visit to 30
minutes so that teachers can maximize instructional time with all students. A prior appointment
should be made for observations or conferences.
Please contact your child’s teacher or Lovin’s Parent Center if you are interested in volunteering
during the school day. Because teachers cannot stop instruction to direct those who show up
unexpectedly, volunteers must schedule their visit to the classroom so teachers will have the
opportunity to prepare materials and organize student groups ahead of time. Volunteers are
not permitted to bring non-school age children with them to school. We welcome all
volunteers and there are numerous ways you can become involved such as helping in the
computer labs, copy room, classrooms, media center, and various other activities.

Archer HS 2019 Varsity Football Schedule
ww.archerhighathletics.com
Date
Friday, August 16
Friday, August 23
Friday, August 30
Friday, September 6
Friday, September 13
Friday, September 20
Friday, September 27
Friday, October 4
Friday, October 11*
Friday, October 18
Friday, October 25
Friday, November 1
Friday, November 8

Time
7:30 pm
5:30 pm
--7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
--7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Location/Opponent
Scrimmage @ Warner Robbins
@Tucker at Coolray Field (Corky Kell Classic)
OFF
Spartanburg (SC)
@Mill Creek
Norcross (Military Night)
@Buford
OFF
@Newton
Grayson (Homecoming)
Rockdale County (Senior Night)
@South Gwinnett
@Shiloh

*May be played Saturday, October 12. Call Archer HS to verify.
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Monday, August 5
Tuesday, August 20; 6 - 7 pm
Thursday, August 22; 6 - 7 pm
Monday, September 2
Friday, September 20
Thursday, Oct 10 - Monday, Oct 14
Friday, October 4
Saturday, October 19
Wednesday, October 23
Thursday, October 24

1st Day of School
Curriculum Night, Grades K, 1, and 2
Curriculum Night, Grades 3, 4, and 5
Labor Day Holiday - School Closed
6th Annual Tigerthon!
Fall Break - No School for Students
Family Movie Night Under the Stars
PTA Costume Ball
Early Release @ 12:15 pm /
Parent-Teacher Conferences

For a complete list of upcoming events, times, and locations, visit

www.LovinES.org/home.html
What will your child be asked to sell
for the school’s annual fundraiser?
Answer:

NOTHING!

That’s right… Nada, Zilch, Zero, Not. A. Thing.

Hallelujah, right?!

What we will ask of you is to support our annual
Tigerthon on Friday, September 20, by helping your
child find friends, neighbors, and family members to
sponsor them for a specific dollar amount or amount per
lap as they walk around our track. We’re promoting
health and wellness at the same time. Last year, in our
second annual Tigerthon, we raised over $14,000 and the
students had a blast! We were able to purchase books
for both the Parent Center and classroom libraries, as
well as Chromebooks and other instructional materials.
More information will be coming home in the near future!
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